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Cockroack 

Cockroaches  are  probably  the  most  offensive  insects  found  about 
the  house.  Three  or  four  species  are  common  in  the  temperate 
zone.  Tlhe  Httle  German  roach  commonly  known  as  the  "water 
bug"  or  "Croton  bug"  is  the  species  most  commonly  found  in  homes. 

Pantries  and  kitchens  are  the  rooms  where  roaches  are  frequent- 
ly found.  Hot  water  pipes  and  other  warm  moist  places  away 
from  the  light  are  also  favorite  haunts  of  these  pests.  The  thinness 
of  the  body  of  these  insects  enables  nhem  to  go  through  narrow 
cracks. 

They  feed  mostly  at  night  and  on  almost  everything,  preferring 
dead  animal  matter,  fermenting  cereal  products  and  food  material 
of  all  kinds.  They  also  attack  clothes,  leather  and  the  bindings  of 
books  to  get  the  starchy  materials  in  them,  and  have  even  been 
known  to  eat  the  gold  lettering  from  books  to  secure  the  paste  and 
sizing  underneath. 

The  easiest  remedy  to  apply  is  sodium  fluoride,  a  White  sa't 
somewhat  Hke  common  table  salt.  Places  frequented  by  the  roaches 
should  be  thoroughly  dusted  with  the  sodium  fluoride.  The  dust 
clings  to  the  appendages  of  the  insect,  and  in  cleaning  itself  enough 
of  the  poison  is  swallowed  to  cause  death. 

Powdered  boracic  acid  can  be  used  as  a  substitute  When  sodium 
fluoride  is  not  available.       Common  borax  does  not  give  results. 

Commercial  roach  powders  containing  fifty  per  cent  or  more  of 
sodium  fluoride  can  be  used  in  place  of  the  pure  salt.  Remember, 
the  sodium  fluoride  is  the  part  that  kills. 

Should  the  so'dium  fluoride  fail  to  give  results  with  the  large 
roach  ( Peripianeta) ,  a  more  elaborate  poison  bait  will  make  a  clean 
ulp.  Make  a  thin  gruel  of  cotton-seed  meal  or  of  oat  meal  and  flour 
sweetened  with  a  little  molasses.  Cook  this  thoroughly  and  when 
cool  add  a  cake  of  yeast  to  start  fermentation.  When  fermentation 
has  started  stir  in  a  small  quantity  of  powdered  arsenate  of  lead.. 
Put  tlhe  bait  on  plates  and  p'.ace  where  convenient  for  the  roaches 
to  reach  it.  As  the  bait  loses  its  attractiveness  upon  drying  out,  it 
is  necessary  to  moisten  it  about  once  a  day.  The  secret  of  success 
with  this  poison  bait  is  the  attractiveness  of  the  fermenting  sweets. 

Try  to  keep  food  material  well  under  cover  since  roaches 
migrate  from  house  to  house  and  will  certainly  establish  themselves 
where  an  abundant  food  supply  is  found  thus  making  constant  treat- 
ment necessary. 


